Mabel First Lutheran Church
Scheie Lutheran Church

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2023 NEWS

PASTORAL ACTS

SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER
Baptisms:
Colton Jameson Snell (MFL)
Funerals/Graveside Svcs:
Stephanie Larson (Scheie)
Jim Hagen (MFL)
Tony Vick (MFL)
Transfers Out:
Chelsey Hungerholt family
(Scheie)
Shelby Nelson (Scheie)
Jeff & Ashley Rein family
(Scheie)
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SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE-NOVEMBER

8AM  Worship at Henrytown
9AM Sunday School—joint Sunday School at Mabel First
9:30AM  Worship at Mabel First—Coffee and rellowship following
Special Congregation Meeting following on Nov. 19
Ushers: Don Gjere (chairmarn), Mike Gjere, Brian Gjere
Worship at Scheie
Coffee and fellowship prior on Nov. 5
Scheie Council meeting following on Nov. 12

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated during worship on Nov. 5 & 12
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE-DECEMBER

11AM

8AM Worship at Scheie (December 3, 10, 31)

Coffee & Fellowship following on Dec. 3

Scheie Council meeting following on Dec. 10
9AM Sunday School (Joint at Mabel First on Dec. 3, 10)

(No Sundaay School on Dec. 24, 31)
9:30AM  Worship at Henrytown
11AM Worship at Mabel First (December 3, 10, 17, 31)
Coffee & Fellowship prior
Ushers: Rodney (chairman) & Linda Tollefsrud, Norval Ladsten

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated during worship on Dec. 3 & 10
Special WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Nov. 5 All Saints Sunday observed during worship services.

Nov. 22 6PM Thanksgiving Eve worship at Henrytown
sponsored by the Area Council of Churches. Offering designated for the
Mabel Area Food Shelf. Persons planning to sing in the community choir
will practice at 5:30. Fellowship following the service.

Dec. 17 11AM Sunday School Christmas Program Joint
Scheie/MFL service at Mabel First. Fellowship & Potluck Dinner for
all following the program.

Dec. 20 5PM Blue Christmas Service at Mabel UMC.
The community is welcome. Refreshments following.

Sunday, December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
with Holy Communion

10AM Scheie 4PM Mabel First 5:30PM Henrytown

Office Phone: 507-493-5293
Website: mabelfirst.org

CHURCH INFORMATION

Fax: 507-493-5045 Email: office@mabelfirst.org
Facebook Pages: Mabel First Lutheran Scheie Lutheran Church
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CONGREGATION INFORMATION

PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR CARLA at #507-493-5293 or pastor@mabelfirst.org

for PASTORAL CARE
PRAYER CONCERNS MFL CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
BEREAVEMENT Jean Blagsvedt 493-5033
Family & Friends of Steve Darrington (Treas) 563-735-5816
Nancy Bergerson Brian Johnson 493-5658
IMMEDIATE HEALTH CONCERNS Janet Sanden 493-5078
Jim Blagsvedt, Lee Ann Howard, Lynn Sollien Dea‘mna Larson 493-5206
Lori Schutte (Pres) 493-5670
LONG-TERM HEALTH CONCERNS/CARE }
Lynn Sollien (Sec) 493-5631
Gary Adams, Gwen Allen, Leona Amdahl, Rodnev Tollefsrud 493-5570
Dean Garness, Carol Geving, Keith Y
Halvorson, Shelly Henry, Ellen Mae Johnson,
Lois Johnson, Rosemary Ketchum, Helen SCHEIE CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Larson, Ryan Lee, Les Myhre, Phyllis Norby,
Violet Pederson, Penniann Ramirez, Dacia Dick Engrav (Pres) 493-5021
Sorum, Janice Spande, Bob Stoskopf, Lyle DeeAnn Erickson (Treas) 493-5233
Tripp Nancy Engrav 493-5021
SERVICE MEMBERS Trudy Horihan 493-5749
Anna Erickson, Gregery Johnson, Luke Deb Marsden (Sec) 493-5651
Johnson, Adam L Johnson, Benjamin Lee, Adam Olson 493-5686
Jeannie Vick Gerald Peter (VP) 493-5026
ONGOING PRAYERS Lance Rasmussen 507-450-1880
Mabel First Lutheran, Scheie Lutheran, Carolyn White 493-5111

Henrytown Lutheran, MFL Prayer Box, Mabel

Area Food Shelf, Ukraine, Southeastern Mabel First Lutheran Congregation Council
Minnesota Synod, ELCA will meet in the church library:
- Nov.1lat7 pm
Mabel First Lutheran Dec. 6 at 7 pm
Notice of Special Meeting Scheie Lutheran Congregation Council will
for meet following worship:
the purpose of disbursing the Nov, 12 & Dec. 10

proceeds from the Steam Engine
Dats food stand.

Sunday, November 19, 2023
following 9:30 AM worship.

Pastor’s Sabbath: Monday

Pastor’s Office Hours: (barring emergency)
Tuesday 10AM-12PM at Mabel First (except 2nd T)
Wednesday

10AM-12PM at Henrytown (1st & 2nd W)
at Mabel First (3rd, 4rh, 5th W)
2PM-4PM at Mabel First (1st & 2nd W)
at Henrytown (3rd, 4th, 5th W)
. : Friday 10AM-12PM at Mabel First (except 4th F)
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Joint Sunday School classes for Mabel First and
Scheie began on October 15. Thank you, JoAnne
Aasum and Sheila Sand for assuming the leadership
role again. Sunday School Christmas program will be
held at 11AM on Dec. 17 at Mabel First.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES

Affirmation of Baptism services were held on
October 29. Congratulations to
Ella Halverson Kenneth Hutchinson
Shawn Swenson Milton Hutchinson
Madison Whitney  Gabriel Roy

Joint Confirmation classes for 7th and 8th
grade students at Henrytown, Mabel First and
cheie continues with the following schedule:

Date  Time_ Place

11/1 4-6PM  MFL

11/15 4-6PM Henrytown

12/6  4-6PM MFL

12/20 4-6PM Henrytown

1/3/24 4-6PM MFL

1/17 4-6PM Henrytown

2/7 4-6PM  MFL

2/14-3/29 Lenten Midweek worship
4/3 4-6PM  MFL

4/17  4-6PM  Henrytown \
5/1 TBA Scheie (picnic & fun day)

YOUTH

Friday evening, Nov. 17: Youth outing to the
Escape Room in LaCrosse.

OTHER

Readers of the Sunday lessons are needed at both
churches. A siﬁn-up sheet is posted on the door at
the back of the sanctuary at Mabel First. Carolyn
White is the contact for readers at Scheie. A/ ages
are welcome/encouraged to read.

Members wishing to donate poinsettias for the
Christmas services please sign up by Dec. 19.
Scheie contact is Deb Marsden. MFL members may
sign up at the Flower Shop or on the list on the of-
fice door. Please indicate in whose memory or honor
they are shared. The flowers should be at the church
by Dec. 19 and can be removed following Christmas
Eve services. Please plan to remove them on or be-
fore Jan. 14.

Members are invited to the Advent Brunch at Burr
Oak Lutheran on Dec. 2 at 9:30AM.

anable to Mabe
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SCHEIE INFORMATION

Scheie WELCA will sell baked goods, lefse,
rommegrot, etc, at the Mabel Community Center on
Nov. 18 at the American Lecl;(ion Auxiliary Holiday
Craft Fair. Please have baked goods at the
Community Center by 9AM that day.

Scheie has Meals on Wheels Oct. 30-Nov. 3, Nov.
27-Dec. 1 and Dec. 26-29.

MFL INFORMATION
STEAM ENGINE DAYS FOOD STAND

Thank you to all the volunteers who
helped make our food stand a success! Each
person who worked a shift, setup or tore down,
made bars or pies, donated beverages and other
miscellaneous items, or made cash donations was
essential. Our two-day sales totaled $9,466. Mem-
bers” monetary donations remained about the same
as but expenses were higher than previous years., At
this time, the net income is $8,760. A congrega-
tional meeting to determine use of this money will
be held on Nov. 19. Persons willing to serve as
2024 chairmen are needed on or before the annual
meeting when a decision will be made regarding
whether or not to continue this project. If it is not
continued, concrete plans to offset this income for
our church with volunteers willing to put the plan in
place will be needed at that time.

WELCA

MFL has Meals on Wheels Nov. 20-24 (Lydia
Circle), and Dec. 18-22 (Rachel Circle).

November is Thankoffering month. All church mem-
bers are encourat[:jed to provide a separate check

First Lutheran Church, marked
Thankoffering” in the memo line during the month
of November. These gifts are used to support many
WELCA programs throughout the church. While
thankofferings are intended show daily gratitude for
God's gifts by regularly putting aside money
throughout the year and noting how it accumulates
over time, we aﬁpreciate annual donations as well.
Giving benefits the giver at least as much as the re-
ceiver.

Members have received or will soon receive notices
and/or raffle tickets for the Dec. 9 Cookie Walk. Raf-

fle tickets ésold and unsold) should be returned to
Janet San

en or any WELCA officer by Dec. 2.
Workers are needed to help with set-up and prepa-
rations on Friday, Dec. 8 as well as Saturday. If you
are not contacted and would be willing to help,
please let Deanna Larson or Janet know.



NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2023 NEWS PAGE 4

0

SCHEIE LUTHERAN COUNCIL

Summer is behind us and we are now into fall and winter.... holidays. Remember TIME CHANGE November
5th. Set your clocks back or you'll be an hour early for church.

Mark your calendars for some special events.

*November 18th is the craft show sponsored by the Legion Auxiliary. Scheie will have baked goods, lefse
and romogroot for sale at this event. This will be at the Mabel Community Center. Baked goods for the
sale are appreciated. Please have them at the Community Center by 9 am. Good time to stock up on
holiday baking.

*Ecumenical Thanksgiving service will be at 6 pm on November 22 at Henrytown.

*Thanksgiving Community dinner will be at the Mabel Community Center on November 23 for dine in
and carry out. Serving starts at 11:30 and ends at 1:30. FREE WILL offering for the meal. Contact
LeeAnn Williams Howard to reserve a dinner. Please see flyer for details. There MAY be a bake sale and
silent auction.... details to be coming soon on a revised flyer. Volunteers needed for food prep, cooking
and serving. Please contact Deb Marsden if you are able to help or donate. Free will offering for the din-
ner will go to LeeAnn Williams Howard who has been in the hospital and now in the nursing home since
early this summer. There is an account in the Mabel BMO Bank accepting donations for LeeAnn. We
pray for her continued healing and recovery.

*Scheie MAY host an Advent party November 26th. If there is enough interest, we could have crafts for
the children during 11 am service and then pot luck dinner afterwards. Maybe a joint service with MFL
could be arranged. Look for details later as this hasn't been discussed with the 2 church councils.

»Scheie and 1st Lutheran will have joint service on December 17th for the Sunday School program.

*Christmas Eve and New Years Eve are on Sunday this year. The holiday schedule will be announced at
a later date.

REMEMBER to contact Deb Marsden if a poinsettia/ flower will be given in memory or honor of a loved

one which will be printed in the Christmas Eve bulletin. Please no flowers delivered to church until the
19th.

There will be coffee the first Sunday of the month. November coffee will be before church at 10 and De-

cember coffee will be after church at 9am.

The council did receive 3 transfers out as a result of the letter we sent with the last newsletter. In the

letter we had requested if any past members are now attending church elsewhere to let us know so we

have an updated membership list. There were no transfers in.

Thanks to all who purchased raffle tickets this summer. 360 tickets were sold. Raffle was done as a ways

to raise money.

There were no volunteers to hang the shade on the basement windows. It was decided to hire it to be

done.

With winter coming, our members are encouraged to look at KTTC and Facebook, for church cancela-

tion. The council will try to make a decision as soon as possible regarding cancelation.

Please think about coming on the council. The nominating committee will be needing a deacon and

trustee. Other vacancies may be added if present member(s) no longer wants their position.

Congratulations to our recent confirments Gabe Roy, Kenny Hutchinsom, Milton Hutchinson. Jesus loves

you and so does your Scheie family.

Scheie has not done 3rd grade bibles this year yet. Please contact Deb Marsden if your child is in 3rd

grade or older and has not received their Bible. Date of bibles to be given yet to be determined.

Our condolences to: Joanne Halverson's family Beverly Housker's family.

Bob Stoskopf will be moving from Duluth to his daughter's home in Rochester. His address will be:

Bob Stoskopf, 2313 Viola View Lane NE, Rochester, MN 55906. We also want to wish Bob a Happy 85th

Birthday in October.
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MABEL FIRST LUTHERAN COUNCIL

September 6, 2023 Council Meeting Highlights
- There were no formal pastoral acts at Mabel First during the month of August.

« Several items at the church and parsonage continue to be addressed by the property and management
committee including the leak in the education wing, paint for the outside of the sacristy windows, ongoing
issues in the parsonage.

» Youth will be staffing the MooMobile during Steam Engine Days. Wicklunds will bring the MooMobile to the
Steam Engine grounds on Friday and a sign-up sheet has been established for youth and adult workers.
Volunteers are still needed for the Steam Engine Days food stand.

+ Joint confirmation classes will be held for two hours on the first Wednesday of the month at Mabel First
and two hours on the third Wednesday at Henrytown with an end-of-year picnic scheduled May 1 at
Schézie. Pastor Carla’s office hours have been adjusted so she will be at the respective churches when the
students arrive.

- Pastors are required to attend the Fall Theological Conference on October 8-10 and encouraged to attend
Oct. 6-8. The synod planning team is providing a recorded and written sermon and service plan for Oct. 8.
There will be no communion that Sunday.

October 4, 2023 Council Meeting Highlights
+ September pastoral acts at Mabel First: Graveside service for Jim Hagen

* Motion passed to approve the Endowment Committee recommendation to place $4500 of available Endow-
ment Funds in the general fund and donate $500 to the Mabel Food Shelf.

+ The MooMobile and Food Stand were successful again this year. Thanks were extended to all involved.

- Motion passed to schedule a special meeting of the congregation on November 19 for the purpose of dis-
bursing the funds from the Steam Engine Stand. Council recommendation will be made at the November
council meeting.

+ There are fourteen students in the confirmation class with eight being from Mabel First.

- Affirmation of Baptism services are scheduled at all three churches on Oct. 29, Reformation Sunday. Mabel
First Students being confirmed are Ella Halverson, Shawn Swenson, and Madison Whitney.

+ The October 8 worshiﬁ service prepared by the synod has been received. Members are needed to lead the
worship and operate the PowerPoint. Lori, Deanna and Louise agreed to coordinate for Mabel First.

—— N O SR COMMUNITY EVENTS

9& 5 “,g@%ﬁﬂ% @ ﬁﬂ *  Nov.1 Burr Oak Lutheran Drive-thru Meatball Supper 4-7 PM
% MABEL FIRST LUTHERAN * Nov.3 Winneshiek County Celebration of Life party at Impact
'3 166, CGrnual @Faf GSwshioned Rg

Coffee in Decorah 4-7 PM
‘/ * Nov4  Mayo Conference on Brain Health and Dementia at Mabel
[/ o, Y ) %
o = e #
4 LUNCH & RAFFLE |

*  Nov. 18 American Legion Aux. sponsored Holiday Craft Fair at
Mabel Community Center

* Nov. 18 Lanesboro Community Choir Cantata, “He Lived the Good
Life” at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 7 PM

*  Nov. 19 Repeat of Cantata at Lanesboro Sons of Norway Hall 2 PM

* Nov.22 Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at Henrytown Lutheran at
6 PM—Choir practice at 5:30

*  Nov.23 Community Thanksgiving Meal at Mabel Community Center
11:30 AM to 1:30 PM—Eat in or Take out—Reservations by

Community Center beginning at 9 AM
Saturday, December 9, 2023

| 9:30am — 12N0OON
Wil Mabel First Lutheran Church, Mabel, MN

Varlety of HOMEMADE COOKIES =]
Mix & Match for $7.00 per pound 0

| PLUS PACKAGES OF LEFSE,
in us NORWEGIAN BAKING & CANDY

J A

e W
g SERVING  \I b
LUNCH 3%, Vi

Nov. 19
San e e e e Nov. 23 Benefit for LeeAnn Williams Howard at Mabel Community
oup, o nawicin, ips everage : s . . H 3
$7.00 Hotdog Meal/ $8,00 BBQ Sandwich Meal Center beginning at 11:30 AM; Donations received and bake

sale during Community Meal; Live Auction at 1:30 PM

WELCA RAFFLE DRAWING af 12 Noon *  Dec.2 Burr Oak Lutheran Advent Brunch 9:30 AM—ALIl welcome

$5. 00 per tich Need wat be present ro winm Only 750 Tickers Suld . .
O EEeTH Yo Lot CHARITIES ' *  Dec.20 Mabel UMC Blue Christmas Service 5 PM—AII welcome

Sponsored by Mabel First Lutheran WELCA
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FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

* Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;

the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.

> Then the glory of the Lorp shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LorD has spoken.” (Isaiah 40:3-5)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Grace and peace to you from God our heavenly Father and Jesus Christ the Lord and Savior. Amen.

As Autumn moves into full swing, sometimes events more closely resemble a stampeding mob
than moments of enjoyment. As a society (at least according to our retail shops) we are always
looking for the next big thing. Today's holiday is tomorrow's clearance deal. At times it can seem
like we are rushing so fast toward the next event, we miss the joy of the present moment.

The season of Advent is designed to slow us down to prepare us for the greatest gift — the coming
of the Messiah. This year we do run into a bit of an issue with the fourth Sunday of Advent falling
on December 24™, but we still have a few weeks to prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of
the Christ. During this time, we call our attention to the amazing gift God gives the world in
revealing His glory to us in the form of His Son. We call our attention to God making a new
covenant with humanity.

"And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14) We are witnesses to this amazing blessing. We
have heard the good news. We have seen the glory. God took on human form to facilitate
reconciliation. God mends the brokenness in our lives with grace and love. Jesus comes to repair
the cracks and chasms between the world and God.

We prepare by declaring the works of God and proclaiming Christ in our words and actions. God
calls us to help prepare not only ourselves, but the world, for His coming. “How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who
announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”” (Isaiah 52:7).

We join our voices and actions with those of the angels, the shepherds, Anna, Simeon, the magi,
John the Baptist, the disciples, and all the saints to “Sing a new song to thelord, who has
done marvelous things” (Psalm 98:1a). This is part and parcel of preparing ourselves and the world
for the coming of the kingdom. We share the Good News we have received. We shout it from the
mountains and the plains, “Jesus Christ is come!”

The grace and peace which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

In Christ,

Pastor Carla
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